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Nae Wind, Nae Golf
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When you have to park your stand bag up that it's facing into
the wind in order to keep it from being blown over, you know
you're n Scotland. At least today was sunny - though a bit
on the cold side. But that wind - wow. A sliced tee shot
riding the wind today had no chance of being found in
Machrihanish Golf Club’s healthy rough. Still, a brilliant day
on a course that's always been one of my favorites in all the
world. The Golf Road Warriors were truly blessed to be
playing Machrihanish on such a “fresh” day.

Machrihanish Golf Club is perhaps most famous for its
exceptional first hole, which requires your round’s opening
shot to carry a corner of the frothing Atlantic - or beach,
depending on the state of the tide. It's a tough start, particularly into a breeze. Today, the wind was out of the left
off the sea, making the hole play very difficult. This windswept beauty of a course is set in wonderful dunes in the
small village of Machrihanish, which is situated on the western side of the picturesque Kintyre Peninsula.

The 1st tee at Machrihanish Golf Club

Machrihanish GC is a joy to play and usually very quiet, allowing the visitor to relish the ups and downs of its true
links fairways and the tussle with its undulating greens. There are also arresting views across to the islands of Jura
and Islay, which provide a delightful backdrop on an idyllic summer’s day, with the firm Machrihanish turf
underfoot, the majesty of the dunes all around you, and wheeling seabirds above providing the only sound.

The course is a varied test for the competent golfer - the layout is not
just a predictable nine out, and nine back. The classic links holes - apart
from the 1st - are the 5th, another par 4 with its fairway like an
elephant’s graveyard; the 10th, a clever dogleg-left par 5; and the 15th,
a one- shotter that presents real difficulty if the elusive green is missed
from the tee.

A perennial fixture on the World Top-100 lists of many golf magazines,

Machrihanish Golf Club has been a favorite destination of links golf A sunny day a beatiful Machrihanish
devotees ever since Old Tom Morris was hired to extend the links to a GC

full 18-hole course in 1879.

It's well worth the 3-hour journey from Glasgow to play this gem, which is located right next door to the new
Machrihanish Dunes course. Play both and you’ll agree that there aren’t many side-by-side links golf duos that are
better. And when you’re done, as they say in these parts, “rest and be thankful.”

Get excerpt '*_o Leave 2 comment

=4l Courses and Travel Golf GRW Scotland Machrihanish GC VisitScotland

& Machrihanish Dunes Golf Club, Machrihanish Golf Club

Share this article:

b4 3 shareThis

by

A Network of Great Golf and Travel Writing

Journalists

Latest 10 Posts

>

>

Found My Ball

Mar Hall — Where
Unforgettable Golf Trips Begin
and End

Jamie Darling’s New Baby

Dundonald Links — You Need to
Know About This Place

Western Gailes — One WOW
After Another

Our Posh Ayrshire Crash Pad
A Mad Day on the Mighty Ailsa
A Royal Welcome

The New Center of the Links
Golf World

Machrihanish Dunes Offers Golf
The Way It Began




