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By opening Machrinhanish Dunes, Southworth Davelopment, an American company, did mare than Just give the world a terrific
naw links course; it aiso gave Scotland's Kintrye Peninsula—and the town of Campbsltown especially—raason to celebrate.

Along with the David McLay Kidd-designed course (that's the 15th green, above), the Vilage of Machrihanish Dunes inciudes the
restoration of two hotels: the Ugadale (shown below], which is about six miles from town and directly across the street from the
140-year-old Machrinanish Goif Club. and The Royal, in the heart of the littie shipping vilage. which has definitely seen better
times. Gampbeltown was once & bustiing market town, an agricuitural center that supported dozens of whisky cistilleries, both
legal and not, 100 years ago. Over the last few decades, many big employers closed up shop, inciuding a textile mill and naval
Dase. Britain s alrsady having an economic crisis, and local unemployment was becoming a major problem for the 8,000 area
resigents.




The refurbished hotels and new course are
adding 100 jobs, with mare 1o come. But
just as important, they are also adoing &
sense of pride. These businesses are the
sort that brings tourists—nat only goifers but
Doaters, hikers, campers, and others—and
tne tourists will bring attention to the bucolic
region, its green hilis and small farms busy
with grazing sheep and cows (the local
cheeses are outstanding).

ur visit coincided with the official reopening
of The Royal Hotel, which has stood on the

sare spot since 1908. After a gala dinner, PerryGolf.'

Welcomes Trump Internationalk

the guests were freated 10 a display of
firewarks over Campbeltown Harbor that
was aftended by thousands of locals, as well. The oohe and aahs weren't just for the pyrotechnics but for the welcome signs of
rebirth and optimism. Thare ware also tears, cheers, and a sustained round of applause, then many rounds of liquid refrashment Click for,the Highlands. '
into the wes small hours,

Goifers who come to the area are sure to cheer, too. Machrinhanisn Dunes, in play just four years, is & broad-shouldersd inks -
course. When it w . 100 hard: n nt i Stay and Play The 2014 Ryder 8
. When it first opened, it was criticized &s being oo hard; softening has brought more teas, frimmed rough, widened 2
tainways. and other enhancements. Many of the walks betwean greens and tees and from tess into fainways have been | Cup Course at Gleneagles
shortened, but they are still lsngthy &s well as up-and-down; shouldering ong’s bag or push/pulling & hand cart is a good day's '
exercise. (There are “buggies” for those with medical exemptions, but some of thair routes must swing far around the dunes and
other natural features) It's & very good course, with blind tee shots, greens tucked into natural dells. and the need to nagotiate
countiess hilty lies and & steady wind.

Comparisons to the Oid Tom Morms-dasignad
Machrihanish {the two layouts abut along their
backsides) are inevitabls but somawnat unfair. The
older course arips with tradition and the kind of
charm and character that only a century-plus of play
can imbue. The newer course looks and fesls, well, l
newer: Purists who scoff at its pretensions are ]
missing the point. ] i
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My oniy complaint is the long walks, many of which
were forced by ecological concerns. Mach Dunes is
nome to a few varieties of rare orchids and moths,
$0 & number of holes had to be routed well out of
their way. And in making the best use of the terain,
Kidd roams over a large part of the 2680-acre tract,
athough the tess, fainways, and greens tofal oniy seven acres.

While Kidd nimseif was not in attendance (I'm a ig fan of some of his other courses, notably the onginal course at Bandon Dunes
and Huntsman Springs in ldaho), his fatner, Jimmy, was there. A well-known goif pro who has been associated with top resorts in

Europe and elsewnere, the elder Kidd mads an excelient point companng the two courses: “Machrinanish Dunes Icoks today the
way Machrihanish Old did when Ola Tom finished it. Come back in 100 years and let me Know what you think.”

lintend to. In the meantime. | strongly suggest you don't wait that long. You'll play two outstanding courses, and be warmiy
received by & sincerely grateful populace.

There's mere about all this, and the rest of the Golf Road Warriors' Scotland escapade, on the Scotland GRW website.
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