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Modifications to Machrihanish Dunes; Two Refurbished Hotels Open _
by Anthony Pioppi I e i

There is a IINSTIE.

misnomer that
the great links
golf courses of
the world were
solely created by
the hands of
weather and time,
with minimal input
from sheep,
rabbits and man,

The truth is the
hand of man had
much to do with
the creation of
virtually every
great links layout,
whether it was
the cutting back
of the whins, the

——

rolling of the Keith Martin, right, director of golf at Machrihanish Dunes Golf
greens or the Club,discusses modifications to the 17th green with,right to left, Jimmy
digging of Kidd of DMK Golf Design, Ian Morrison of Great Turf Company and shaper
bunkers. It was Wullie Ross.

Tom Morris who
created the Valley of Sin at the Old Course in St. Andrews, Scotland when he expanded the

18th green at the behest of golfers.
Years later, Alister Mackenzie made substantial inputs to the Old Course.

On the Kintyre Peninsula in southwest Scotland, Machrihanish Dunes, in preparation for the
2012 season, has undergone a number of alterations; some predicated by the whims of Mother
Nature, others by eased environmental restrictions and others to better suit the golfers.

For those who have played the links layout that opened in 2008, the most appreciated
modification might be the fact that the trip from tee to green has been shortened by over 300
yards as the Scottish National Heritage, which oversees the environmentally sensitive sight,
allowed the new walking paths.

There was also the softening of greens, the relocation of others and substantial thinning of the
rough throughout the course.




The refurbished
Ugadale Hotel,
across from
Machrihanish
Golf Club, and
the Royal Hotel
in Campbeltown
are also open,
complimenting
the Ugadale
Cottages.
According to
Keith Martin,
Director of Golf
at Machrihanish
Dunes, the
modifications to
the golf course
are as follows:

Walk shortened
The Renovated Ugadale Hotel. on holes 3-6, 8

Fairways
widened and/or contoured on holes 4, 9, 11, and 18.
Tees moved on holes 2-3, 15
Greens softened on holes 1 and 12
Greens altered on holes 2, 7 and the back of 18

Green enlarged on the 14th after storm damage. The 15th green also had storm damage
repaired.

No. 8 green substantially enlarged.
Tees moved forward shortening holes 8 and 16.
Rough, managed or thinned out on holes 3-5, 7, 10-12, 14, 16, and 17

Blind bunker on the 17t removed, greenside bunker added.
Bunker on sixth hole removed.
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P CALLAWAY GOLF SIGNS U.S. AMATEUR CHAMP KELLY KRAFT
Callaway Golf Company has signed U.S. Amateur Champion Kelly Kraft to a3 multi-year contract to play and endorse
Callavay Golf@ equipment. Terms of the contract will not be disclosed. Kraft vill endorse Callavay Golf woods, irons,
wedges, and golf balls and also use an Odyssey putter. He vill also wear Callavay footwear, carry a Callaway Golf logoed
bag and wear the Company's logo on his hat, according to the company. After winning the 2011 U.S. Amateur, Kraft
earned a spot in this year's Masters Tournament, where he made the cut using Callavay equipment. he made his
professional debut last week at ...
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