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Machrihanish improvement pays off with elite visitors

Published on Thursday 15 March 2012 03:48

COMFIRMATION that @ £30million project to improve the KMull of Kintyre
as a golfing destination was worh it has come with Machrihanish
included by a well-heeled group on = forthcoming trip of Eurape.

The maeney was spant by American busingssman David Southvsanh an
augrenting the world-rénowned Macheihanish Goll Club with another
top-dass course, the Davd Mol ay-kigd designed Machnhanish
Dwnes, as well as high-quality accommodation, Phase one, 3
resizurant'pub and 2 group of golf cottages, was done to such a
standard thatitwon Golf Tounsm's “Small Hotel of the Year award.

Fhase bwo has seen the Ugadale Hotel 3t Machnhanlsh re-gpened
after @ major makeover, with the Royal Hotel in nearby Campbeiown
gefing the sz2me frealiment 31 the moment ahead of 2 grand opening
later in the Spring.

“Thie lack of guality accommodation has certalnly been an issue —the
area neaded 3 four-star accommodation oplion,” said Keith Liarin,
director of gelf 2t Machrihanish Dunes.

‘s only because the Ugadale Hotel and cottages are mow open that
Machnhanlish is being inclueded on a prvate-plane four of Europe’s
‘Most Scenic Golf Courses', which is being nun by a Swiss golf tour
aperzter. They are bringing a prvate jet full of golfers tovisit the area,
This never would hiave happened bafare.”

The Dunes, which gpened in 200 EL_IE gearing up for the 3123!1 ol the
new season ¢n 1 Apnl and such “*high-end” visdors are Behind wihat
Southvvarth, the head of Klassachuseits-based Southworih
Develapmen, is doing with the course.

Martin, who moved acfess the country from Evemouth in Berwvickshing,
added: *If we werentirying to cater to the word's most discriminaling
golf travellers, we wouldn't be undergeing sl these course
enhancaments each winter.

“Editers of intemational goll magazines have long récognised the
status of the Machrihanish Golf Club course and, more recently, the
Mach Dunes. Bul, because it's an out-of-the-way place, they couldn't
recammend it as e3sily as other destinalions. Mow they can and they
have.”

On-course work at the Dunes gver the winter has includad the
alteration of four green sites to increase options for pin positions
Attention hias also been paid to the rough, in fandem with Scoltish
Matural Haritage, to make il mare playable yel more divarse at the
same bme.

“The course is maiuring nicely and are very happy with the product we
will hawe fram the beginning of April," =2i1d Martin.

“We hive bean waiting for it to reach the ned level. Bul I'would think we
could get a major Scotish event or a ladies” event and go from there,”
he added of it 35 a possible tournament venue
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